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Illinois  Charter  School  Annual  Report  Requirements 

This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  Section  TlkA2  of  the  Illinois  Charter 
Schools  Law  (105  ILCS  5/27A-12)  for  the  2000-2001  school  year.  This  section  reads  in 
part: 

On  or  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  January  1998,  and  on  or  before  the 
second  Wednesday  of  January  of  each  subsequent  calendar  year,  the  State 
Board  shall  issue  a  report  to  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Governor  on  its 
findings  for  the  school  year  ending  in  the  preceding  calendar  year 

In  the  annual  report  required  by  this  Section,  the  State  Board  shall  (i) 
compare  the  performance  of  charter  school  pupils  with  the  performance  of 
ethnically  and  economically  comparable  groups  of  pupils  in  other  public 
schools  who  are  enrolled-  in  academically  comparable  courses,  (ii)  shall 
review  information  regarding  the  regulations  and  policies  from  which  charter 
schools  were  released  to  determine  if  the  exemptions  assisted  or  impeded 
the  charter  school  in  meeting  their  stated  goals  and  objectives,  and  (Hi)  shall 
include  suggested  changes  in  State  law  necessary  to  strengthen  charter 
schools. 

The  law  requires  that  "...the  State  Board  of  Education  shall  issue  a  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  and  the  Governor  on  its  findings  for  the  school  year  ending  in  the 
preceding  calendar  year."  This  report  is  structured  to  address  questions  generally 
asked  about  charter  schools.  Charter  schools  are  exempt  from  most  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  that  govern  public  schools  and  are  not  required  to  submit  all  of  the  same 
information  that  regular  public  schools  must  provide.  Charter  school  personnel, 
however,  self-reported  a  major  portion  of  the  information  in  this  report  through  annual 
survey  responses.  Annual  school  report  card  information  was  also  utilized  for  core  data 
elements. 

What  are  charter  schools? 

Charter  schools  in  Illinois  are  public  schools  of  choice,  selected  by  students  and 
parents  for  their  unique  offerings.  The  goal  of  charter  schools  is  to  stimulate  creativity 
in  new  schools  and  within  the  existing  public  schools.  Thirty-seven  states,  plus  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  Puerto  Rico,  have  passed  various  forms  of  charter  school 
legislation,  and  schools  are  operating  in  34  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  There 
are  now  nearly  2,400  charter  schools  operating  across  the  nation  with  an  enrollment  of 
approximately  576,000  students.  As  of  September  2001,  Illinois  has  23  charter  schools 
up  and  running  which  are  serving  about  9,000  pupils. 

The  orientation  of  charter  schools  varies  widely.  Some  are  designed  to  serve  specific 
student  populations  such  as  the  primary  grades  or  dual  language  pupils.  Others 
provide  a  specific  curriculum  such  as  Montessori,  back-to-basics,  or  direct  instruction. 
Yet  others  are  designed  with  governance  and  parent  involvement  components  that  are 
integral  to  their  mission. 
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One  aspect  of  charter  schools  often  cited  as  the  most  significant  advantage  is  the  right 
to  operate  without  certain  regulations.  Charter  schools  offer  parents,  teachers,  and 
other  parties  the  opportunity  to  form  innovative  public  schools  exempt  from  all  state 
laws  and  rules  except  those  deemed  essential.  The  main  parameter  is  that 
accountability  for  "input"  is  exchanged  for  accountability  for  "results."  However,  no  state 
can  offer  charter  schools  an  exemption  from  any  civil  rights  laws  or  any  federal  special 
education  requirements. 


What  do  Illinois  charter  schools  look  like? 


The  Illinois  statute  governing  charter  schools  was  enacted  in  April  1996  as  Article  27A 
of  the  School  Code  to  encourage  educational  excellence  and  promote  new  options.  In 
authorizing  charter  schools,  105  ILCS  5/27A-2  states  that  it  is  the  intent  of  the  General 
Assembly: 

To  create  a  legitimate  avenue  for  parents,  teactiers  and  community  members  to  take  responsible 
risks  and  create  new,  innovative  and  more  flexible  ways  of  educating  children  within  the  public 
school  system.  The  General  Assembly  seeks  to  create  opportunities  within  the  public  school 
system  of  Illinois  for  development  of  innovative  and  accountable  teaching  techniques.  The 
provisions  of  this  Article  should  be  interpreted  liberally  to  support  the  findings  and  goals  of  this 
Section  and  to  advance  a  renewed  commitment  by  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  mission,  goals  and 
diversity  of  public  education. 

To  help  them  meet  these  goals,  charter  schools  are  exempt  from  Illinois  School  Code 
mandates  except  those  specified  in  the  Illinois  Charter  Schools  Law  (e.g.,  health/life 
safety,  criminal  background  checks  for  employees,  student  discipline,  child  abuse 
reporting  act,  student  records  act,  and  state  goals/standards/assessment).  They  are 
accountable  for  meeting  rigorous  school  content  standards  as  defined  in  the  Illinois 
Learning  Standards,  and  students  must  participate  in  the  state  assessments.  Table  1 
chronicles  the  history  of  Illinois  charter  schools  since  the  1996-1997  school  year. 

Table  1.  Illinois  Charter  Schools  To  Date:  Operation  and  Enrollments 


Charter  School 

1996-1997 

1997-1998 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

2000-2001 
(estimated) 

Global  Village  Charter  School 

225 

LEARN  Charter  School 

100 

Robertson  Charter  School 

80 

KEYS  Charter  School 

20 

Young  Women's  Leadership  Charter 
School 

150 

300 

Governors  State  University  Charter  School 

64 

66 

Alain  Locke  Charter  School 

132 

130 

175 

Noble  Street  Charter  High  School 

127 

256 

365 

Prairie  Crossing  Charter  School 

59 

120 

160 

Thomas  Jefferson  Charter  School 

64 

62 

70 

Southern  Illinois  University  (Edwardsville) 
-  E.  St.  Louis  Charter  School 

100 

100 

100 

Fort  Bowman  Academy  Charter  School 

136 

167 

198 

255 

North  Kenwood/Oakland  Charter  School 

113 

165 

171 

305 

Table  1.  Illinois  Charter  Schools  To  Date:  Operation  and  Enrollments  -  Continued 


Charter  School 

1996-1997 

1997-1998 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

2000-20^ 
(estimate) 

North  Lawndale  College  Preparatory 
Charter  School 

86 

153 

236 

3) 

Octavio  Paz  Charter  School 

527 

700 

111 

8) 

Betty  Shabazz  International  Charter 
School 

266 

246 

273 

2'5 

Springfield  Ball  Charter  School 

175 

236 

278 

3:) 

Chicago  International  Charter  School 

1456 

1552 

1920 

2366 

25:; 

Perspectives  Charter  School 

117 

130 

148 

149 

ii') 

Academy  of  Comnnunications  and 
Technology  Charter  School 

132 

155 

244 

238 

2i 

Nuestra  America  Charter  School 

100 

117 

150 

179 

r: 

Youth  Connection  Charter  School 

1013 

1475 

1450 

1550 

15! 

Triumphant  Charter  Middle  School 

160 

170 

170 

176 

Hi 

Peoria  Alternative  Charter  School 

100 

100 

Chicago  Preparatory  Charter  School 

113 

* 

*Ceased  operations  mid-year. 

A  brief  description  of  each  charter  school  that  operated  in  2000-2001  follows: 


Academy  of  Communications  and  Technology  Ctiarter  School  (Academy  of 
Communications  and  Technology).  This  school  prepares  students  for  careers  in 
communications  and  computer  technology,  it  serves  grades  6-12  and  is  located  on 
the  far  west  side  of  Chicago. 

Alain  Locke  Charter  School  (Alain  Locke).  Developed  by  21®*  Century  Urban 
Schools,  a  partnership  of  the  Inner  City  Teaching  Corps  and  the  Ryan  Foundation, 
this  school  serves  as  a  model  for  urban  education  around  the  country  and  opened  in 
1999.  It  combines  excellence  in  academics,  technology,  social  development,  and 
community  responsibility.  It  served  grades  prekindergarten-2  in  2000-2001. 


•  Betty  Shabazz  International  Charter  School  (Betty  Shabazz).  Affiliated  with  the 
Institute  for  Positive  Education,  the  charter  school  is  dedicated  to  the  total 
development  of  children  who  are  traditionally  underserved  by  public  education.  The 
elementary  school  combines  an  African-centered  theme  with  communications 
technology  and  links  students  to  local  community  resources  and  to  schools  in  South 
Africa,  Brazil,  and  Ghana.  It  is  in  the  Grand  Crossing/Burnham  area  of  Chicago. 
The  school  opened  in  1998. 


Chicago  International  Charter  School  (Chicago  International).  This  school 
makes  a  college  preparatory  education  available  and  focuses  on  language  arts  and 
math.  In  2000-2001,  the  school  served  students  in  grades  K-12  at  four  sites.  The 
school  opened  in  1997. 


• 


Fort  Bowman  Academy  Charter  School  (Ft.  Bowman).  Located  in  Cahokia 
District  187,  this  school  is  sponsored  by  the  Education  for  the  Future  group  and 
opened  in  the  fall  of  1998.  It  served  grades  K-8  in  2000-2001  and  plans  to  expand 
through  the  12*^  grade.  Ft.  Bowman  is  the  first  charter  school  in  Illinois  to 
successfully  renew  its  charter. 

Governors  State  University  Charter  School  (Governors  State).  This  school 
opened  with  66  students  in  1999  and  serves  grades  K-4.  Located  in  Crete-Monee 
District  201 U,  it  utilizes  the  unique  student-directed  learning  theories  of  the  Reggio 
Emilia  approach. 

Noble  Street  Charter  High  School  (Noble  Street).  Led  by  two  Chicago  public  high 
school  teachers  in  partnership  with  the  Northwestern  Settlement  House,  the  charter 
school  prepares  urban  youth  to  function  successfully  by  emphasizing  commitment  to 
educational  excellence;  civic  responsibility;  and  respect  for  the  community,  the 
environment,  and  others.  In  2000-2001,  it  served  grades  9  and  10;  it  will  eventually 
expand  to  serve  grades  9-12.  The  school  opened  in  1999. 

North  Kenwood/Oakland  Charter  School  (North  Kenwood).  The  school 
provides  challenging  learning  in  all  areas  with  a  special  emphasis  on  literacy  and  the 
arts.  Affiliated  with  the  University  of  Chicago's  Center  for  School  Improvement 
network  of  public  schools,  the  school  serves  as  a  learning  site  for  public  school 
teachers  and  administrators  interested  in  school  improvement.  In  2000-2001,  the 
school  served  grades  prekindergarten-7.  The  school  opened  in  1998. 

North  Lawndale  College  Preparatory  Charter  High  School  (North  Lawndale). 

Affiliated  with  the  /  Have  A  Dream  Foundation,  the  charter  school  belief  is  that  all  of 
their  students  can  be  ambitious  and  motivated.  The  college  preparatory  high 
school  integrates  high  academic  expectations  with  community  service,  work 
experience,  and  technology  education  to  encourage  and  enable  students  in  the 
North  Lawndale  community  to  attend  and  graduate  from  college.  In  2000-2001,  this 
school  served  students  in  grades  9-11!  North  Lawndale  opened  in  1998. 

Nuestra  America  (formerly  ACORN)  Charter  School  (Nuestra  America).  This  is  a 
high  school  program  serving  grades  9-12  that  strives  to  make  college  entrance  a 
viable  alternative  for  all  its  students.  It  is  a  dual  language  high  school  located  in  the 
Little  Village  area  of  Chicago.   It  opened  in  1997. 

Octavio  Paz  Charter  School  (Octavio  Paz).  Affiliated  with  the  United 
Neighborhood  Organization,  the  school  targets  students  in  the  Latino  communities 
of  Pilsen  and  Little  Village  to  provide  a  socioeconomically  diverse  population  with 
educational,  skill  development,  and  career  opportunities.  The  school  serves 
students  in  grades  K-8  and  opened  in  1998. 


Perspectives  Charter  School  (Perspectives).  This  is  a  multicultural, 
interdisciplinary  high  school  that  serves  grades  6-12.  It  is  in  the  near  south  side  in 
Chicago.  There  is  a  very  strong  emphasis  on  discipline  within  this  school. 
Perspectives  requires  all  students  to  apply  to  college  and  to  develop  a  life-plan  prior 
to  graduation;  this  approach  has  received  national  publicity.  The  school  opened  in 
1997. 

Prairie  Crossing  Charter  School  (Prairie  Crossing).  Located  in  Grayslake,  this 
school  serves  youngsters  from  Fremont  District  79  and  Woodland  District  50  (Lake 
County).  This  school  opened  in  the  fall  of  1999.  It  served  grades  K-3  in  2000-2001. 
The  environment  is  the  school  theme.  Prairie  Crossing  is  one  of  two  schools  for 
which  the  Illinois  State  Board  holds  the  charter  directly. 

Southern  Illinois  University  East  St.  Louis  Charter  School  (SIU-E.  St.  Louis). 

Located  in  East  St.  Louis  District  189,  this  school  opened  in  the  fall  of  1999  and 
serves  grades  8-12.  It  is  located  on  the  campus  of  the  former  community  college. 

Springfield  Ball  Charter  School  (Springfield  Ball).  Located  in  Springfield  District 
186,  this  school  is  sponsored  by  the  Ball  Foundation  of  Glen  Ellyn  and  opened  in 
the  fall  of  1998.  It  has  a  theme  of  literacy  and  numeracy,  operates  an  extended 
school  year,  and  offers  Spanish  language  instruction  for  all  grades  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  curriculum.  In  2000-2001 ,  the  school  served  grades  prekindergarten-5. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Charter  School  (Thomas  Jefferson).  This  school  serves 
students  from  Community  Consolidated  District  59  (Elk  Grove  Village,  Cook 
County).  This  school  opened  in  the  fall  of  1999  in  temporary  quarters  and  moved  to 
Des  Plaines  later  in  the  year.  The  school  serves  students  in  grades  K-8.  It  is  one  of 
two  state-chartered  schools. 

Triumphant  Charter  Middle  School  (Triumphant).  This  Chicago  program  serves 
students  who  are  at  risk  of  academic  failure  and  older  than  traditional  students  in 
grades  6-8.  It  is  designed  to  serve  150  students  (ages  12-15)  with  a  student- 
centered,  interdisciplinary  curriculum  and  a  supportive,  nurturing  environment. 
Triumphant  prides  itself  on  teaching  the  "hard  to  reach"  students.  The  school 
opened  in  1997. 

Young  Women's  Leadership  Charter  School  (Young  Women's).  This  school  is 
located  in  Chicago  and  follows  the  small  schools  model.  In  2000-2001,  it  served 
grades  6  and  9  and  will  ultimately  serve  grades  6-12.  The  focus  is  on  a  rigorous 
career  and  college  preparatory  curriculum  emphasizing  math,  science,  and 
technology;  leadership;  and  personal  and  social  development. 

Youth  Connection  Charter  School  (Youth  Connection).  This  is  an  alternative 
program  operating  at  25  sites  throughout  Chicago.  It  serves  high  school  age  youth 
and  opened  in  1997.  Youth  Connection  Charter  School  students  often  enroll  after 
months  and  sometimes  years  of  being  out  of  school. 


The  following  tables  display  additional  information  regarding  the  19  charter  schools  in 
operation  in  Illinois  throughout  2000-2001.  Charter  schools  provided  this  data  to  the 
Illinois  State  Board  of  Education  in  the  fall  of  2001.  Much  of  the  charter  school 
information  is  self-reported  and  should  be  viewed  within  the  context  of  the  school's 
geographic  area  and  school  district  rather  than  on  an  isolated  or  statewide  basis. 
Information  in  brackets  relates  to  the  authorizing  district  as  a  whole.  Annual  school 
report  card  data  supplements  information  when  available. 

Part  of  the  flexibility  of  charter  schools  is  the  freedom  to  select  their  own  school 
calendar  and  hours  of  operation  apart  from  the  district  they  serve.  They  can  also  select 
the  grades  or  ages  they  wish  to  serve.  Once  that  determination  is  made,  enrollment  is 
open  across  the  district  to  all  students  of  that  age  or  grade  range.  If  there  is  an 
enrollment  larger  than  the  potential  number  of  students  allowed,  a  lottery  must  be  held. 
in  many  instances,  the  charter  schools  had  more  applicants  than  seats  available. 


Table  2A.  Charter  School  Demograi 

phlc  Data  for  2000-2001 

Name  of 

Charter 

School 

Grades 
Served 

School 
Sites 

Enrollment 

Lottery  for  2000- 
2001  New 
Students 

Number 

of 

School 

Days 

School 
Hours 

Academy  of 
Communications 
and  Technology 

6.12 

1  site 

231 

300  applications  for 
250  new  students 

179  days 

8:00-3:30 

Alain  Locke 

PreK-2 

1  site 

174 

86  applications 

* 

8:30-5:30 

Betty  Shabazz 

K-8 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Chicago 
International 

K-12 

4  sites 

2,370 

1 ,529  applications 
for  1 05  new 
students 

189  days 

8:00-4:00 

Ft.  Bowman 

K-8 

1  site 

196 

300  applications 

176  days 

8:00-4:00 

Governors  State 

K-4 

1  site 

66 

75  applications 

191  days 

9:00-3:30 

Noble  Street 

9-10 

1  site 

254 

350  applications  for 
145  new  students 

195  days 

7:55-3:15 

North  Kenwood 

PreK-7 

1  site 

234 

342  applications  for 
69  new  students 

180  days 

8:30-3:00 

North  Lawndale 

9-11 

1  site 

232 

None  needed 

189  days 

8:00-3:00 

Nuestra  America 

9-12 

1  site 

174 

192  applications  for 
41  new  students 

162  days 

8:00-2:30 

Octavio  Paz 

K-8 

2  sites 

740 

300  applications  for 
25  new  students 

179  days 

8:15-2:30 

Perspectives 

6-12 

1  site 

148 

214  applications  for 
33  new  students 

1 74  days 

8:30-3:30 

Prairie  Crossing 

K-3 

1  site 

120 

65  applications  for 
60  new  students 

181  days 

8:15-3:45 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis 

8-12 

1  site 

100 

235  applications  for 
60  new  students 

176  days 

8:15-3:15 

Springfield  Ball 

PreK-5 

1  site 

278 

175  applications  for 
60  new  students 

200  days 

9:00-3:30 

Thomas 
Jefferson 

K-8 

1  site 

62 

None  needed 

187  days 

8:30-3:30 

Table  2A.  Charter  School 

Demographic 

Data  for  2000-2001  - 

-  Continued 

Name  of 

Charter 

School 

Grades 
Served 

School 
Sites 

Enrollment 

Lottery  for  2000- 
2001  New 
Students 

Number 

of 

School 

Days 

School 
Hours 

Triumphant 

6-8 

1  site 

176 

95  applications  for 
89  new  students 

188  days 

7:50-4:00 

Young  Women's 

6  and  9 

1  site 

150 

180  applications  for 
1 50  new  students 

1 75  days 

8:30-3:30 

Youth 
Connection 

9-12 

25  sites 

1,550 

3,599  applications 

180  days 

9:00-3:00 

'Data  not  provided. 


Table  2B.  Student  Demographic  Data  for  20 

00-2001 

Name  of 

Charter 

School 

Low  Income  %  - 
School      [District] 

Drop  Out 

% 

Suspended 

% 

Expelled 

% 

Graduated 

# 

Academy  of 
Communications 
and  Technology 

88.3% 

[85.4%] 

4.3% 

21.2% 

0% 

2 

Alain  Locke 

86.2% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

* 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Betty  Shabazz 

66.9% 

[85.4%] 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Chicago 
International 

75.4% 

[85.4%] 

Less  than 
.01% 

8.3% 

Less  than 
.01% 

78 

Ft.  Bowman 

* 

[72.9%] 

0% 

8.7% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Governors  State 

22.7% 

[29.5%] 

0% 

1.5% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Noble  Street 

87.5% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

15% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

North  Kenwood 

58.6% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

6.4% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

North  Lawndale 

84.4% 

[85.4%] 

.4% 

55.6% 

.4% 

Not  applicable 

Nuestra  America 

94.3% 

[85.4%] 

6.3% 

8.6% 

5.1% 

39 

Octavio  Paz 

93.6% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

10.8% 

0% 

40  from  8"" 
grade 

Perspectives 

80% 

[85.4%] 

2% 

17.9% 

0% 

16 

Prairie  Crossing 

0%       [2.7%  &  7.1%] 

0% 

0% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis 

94.1% 

[88.4%] 

52% 

33% 

3% 

19 

Springfield  Ball 

23.4% 

[50.1%] 

0% 

.3% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Thomas 
Jefferson 

21.1% 

[22.7%] 

0% 

0% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Triumphant 

91.2% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

1.7% 

0% 

66  from  8'" 
grade 

Young  Women's 

58.3% 

[85.4%] 

0% 

10.6% 

0% 

Not  applicable 

Youth 
Connection 

84.1% 

[85.4%] 

26.1% 

0% 

0% 

527 

*Data  not  provided. 


With  students  attending  charter  schools  by  parent  choice,  the  student  body  is 
determined  by  parent  selection  plus  a  lottery  process  when  the  school  is 
oversubscribed.  This  selection  process  means  that  the  district  population  is  not 
necessarily  mirrored  in  the  school's  demographics. 


Table  2C.  Charter  School  Racial  Ethnic  Enrollment  Data  by  Percentage 

for  2000-2001 

Name  of  Charter 
School 

White 

Black 

Hispanic 

Asian 

Native 
American 

Academy  of 
Communications 
and  Technology 

0 

95.5 

4.5 

0 

0 

Alain  Locke 

0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

Betty  Shabazz 

0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

Chicago 
International 

3.2 

76.8 

19.4 

0.4 

0.2 

Noble  Street 

7.0 

9.8 

82.0 

1.2 

0 

North  Lawndale 

0 

99.2 

0.8 

0 

0 

North  Kenwood 

0.4 

99.1 

0.4 

0 

0 

Nuestra  America 

0.5 

5.7 

93.2 

0.5 

0 

Octavio  Paz 

0.2 

53.1 

46.6 

0 

0 

Perspectives 

2.4 

59.2 

36.0 

0 

2.4 

Triumphant 

0 

99.4 

0.6 

0 

0 

Young  Women's 

13.2 

74.2 

12.6 

0 

0 

Youth  Connection 

4.2 

68.2 

26.5 

1.1 

0.1 

Chicago  299 

9.7 

51.6 

35.2 

3.3 

0.2 

Ft.  Bowman 

72.6 

25.9 

0 

1.5 

0 

Cahokia  187 

22.2 

76.4 

1.1 

0.2 

0 

Governors  State 

24.2 

75.8 

0 

0 

0 

Crete-Monee  201 U 

46.6 

48.8 

3.8 

0.7 

0.1 

Prairie  Crossing 

89.2 

0.8 

4.2 

5.8 

0 

Woodland  District 
50 

75.7 

5.3 

10.0 

8.7 

0.2 

Fremont  District 
79 

90.5 

1.0 

4.8 

3.3 

0.5 

SIU  -  E.  St.  Louis             0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

East  St.  Louis  189              0.1 

99.0 

0.9 

0 

0 

Springfield  Ball 

71.9 

25.5 

0.4 

2.2 

0 

Springfield  186 

63.2 

33.8 

1.1 

1.7 

0.2 

Thomas  Jefferson 

17.5 

21.1 

10.5 

50.9 

0 

District  59 

61.7 

3.6 

22.8 

11.7 

0.2 

Charter  schools  must  enroll  students  in  the  district  of  the  appropriate  age  and  grade 
range  if  parents  choose  that  school.  Students  with  disabilities  or  limited-English 
proficiency  (LEP)  must  be  accepted  on  the  same  basis  as  other  students.  If  there  is  an 
oversubscription  of  students,  then  a  lottery  is  held.  Charter  schools  must  observe  all  of 
the  civil  rights  protections  for  students  in  their  enrollment  processes.  Services  included 
on  an  Individual  Education  Plan  (lEP)  for  children  and  youth  with  disabilities  must  be 
provided.    Frequently,  there  is  a  contract  between  the  charter  school  and  the  home 


school  district  to  provide  such  services,  and  the  per  capita  tuition  rate  is  reduced  to 
cover  the  cost  (e.g.,  90%  rather  than  100%  per  capita  tuition). 


Table  2D.  Students  With  Special  Needs  in  2000-2001 

Name  of  Charter 
School 

#  of  Charter 

School 

Students 

With  lEPs 

%  of  Charter 

School 

Students 

With  lEPs 

#  of  Charter 

School 

Students  With 

LEP 

%  of  Charter  School 
Students  With  LEP 

Academy  of 
Communications 
and  Technology 

34 

14.7% 

1 

.4% 

Alain  Locke 

8 

4.6% 

0 

0% 

Betty  Shabazz 

* 

* 

■* 

* 

Chicago 
Intemational 

125 

5.3% 

11 

.5% 

Ft.  Bowman 

5 

2.6% 

1 

.5% 

Governors  State 

2 

3.0% 

0 

0% 

Noble  Street 

27 

10.6% 

4 

1 .6% 

North  Kenwood 

12 

5.1% 

0 

0% 

North  Lawndale 

33 

14.2% 

0 

0% 

Nuestra  America 

26 

14.9% 

15 

8.6% 

Octavio  Paz 

48 

6.5% 

50 

6.8% 

Perspectives 

19 

12.8% 

0 

0% 

Prairie  Crossing 

10 

8.3% 

0 

0% 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis 

5 

5.0% 

0 

0% 

Springfield  Ball 

30 

10.8% 

0 

0% 

Thomas  Jefferson 

1 

1 .6% 

39 

62.9% 

Triumphant 

28 

15.9% 

0 

0% 

Young  Women's 

8 

5.3% 

2 

1.3% 

Youth  Connection 

96 

6.2% 

0 

0% 

*Data  not  provided. 

According  to  the  Illinois  Charter  Schools  Law,  instructional  staff  can  either  hold  Illinois 
teacher  certification  as  required  in  order  to  teach  in  traditional  public  schools  or  have  a 
bachelor's  degree  and  at  least  five  years  of  relevant  experience  and  pass  the  state  tests 
of  basic  skills  and  relevant  subject  matter.  Administrative  personnel  are  not  required  to 
have  certification  or  particular  qualifications. 

Table  3A.  2000-2001  Instructional  Staff  Certification  Status 


Name  of  Charter  School 

Certified 

Qualified 

Total 

Instructional 

Personnel 

Academy  of  Communications 
and  Technology 

9 

8 

17 

Alain  Locke 

7 

2 

9 

Betty  Shabazz 

* 

* 

* 

Chicago  International 

76 

66 

142 

Ft.  Bowman 

11 

2 

13 

Governors  State 

6 

0 

6 

Noble  Street 

11 

5 

16 

10 


Table  3A.  2000-2001  Instructional  Staff  Certification  Status  -  Continued 


Name  of  Charter  School 

Certified 

Qualified 

Total 

Instructional 

Personnel 

North  Kenwood 

14.5 

0 

14.5 

North  Lawndale 

5 

11 

16 

Nuestra  America 

9 

4 

13 

Octavio  Paz 

12 

28 

40 

Perspectives 

5 

6 

11 

Prairie  Crossing 

5 

0 

5 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis 

6 

1 

7 

Springfield  Bail 

16.5 

0 

16.5 

Thomas  Jefferson 

6 

0 

6 

Triumphant 

10 

0 

10 

Young  Women's 

7 

5.5 

12.5 

Youth  Connection 

135 

0 

135 

*Data  not  provided. 


Table  3B.  2000-2( 

}01  Administrative  Staff  Certification  Status 

Name  of  Charter  School 

Certified 

Not 
Certified 

Total 

Administrative 

Personnel 

Academy  of  Communications 
and  Technology 

1 

1 

2 

Alain  Locke 

4 

1 

5 

Betty  Shabazz 

* 

* 

* 

Chicago  International 

5 

8 

13 

Ft.  Bowman 

0 

2 

2 

Governors  State 

1 

0 

1 

Noble  Street 

0 

2 

2 

North  Kenwood 

1.5 

0 

1.5 

North  Lawndale 

0 

3 

3 

Nuestra  America 

3 

5 

8 

Octavio  Paz 

2 

1 

3 

Perspectives 

2 

5 

7 

Prairie  Crossing 

0 

1 

1 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis 

1 

1 

2 

Springfield  Ball 

1 

0 

1 

Thomas  Jefferson 

0 

1 

1 

Triumphant 

1 

1 

2 

Young  Women's 

0 

5 

5 

Youth  Connection 

4 

44 

48 

"Data  not  provided. 


What  flexibility  do  charter  schools  have? 

The  Illinois  Charter  Schools  Law  exempts  charter  schools  from  most  Illinois  School 
Code  requirements  except  those  deemed  essential.  The  rationale  for  the  exemption  is 
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consistent  with  the  purpose  of  the  law,  which  is  to  ensure  that  charter  schools  have 
maximum  flexibility  for  serving  students  while  being  held  accountable  for  results.  Major 
decisions  such  as  curriculum,  service  delivery,  and  program  options  are  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  charter  school  governing  board  rather  than  being  subject  to  state 
school  mandates. 

As  in  1999-2000,  the  charter  schools  operating  throughout  2000-2001  specified  that 
having  personnel  flexibility  served  their  schools  and  students  well.  Nearly  every  charter 
school  administrator  reported  that  the  current  law  allows  them  to: 

•  Hire  teachers  regardless  of  certification  status. 

•  Hire  teachers  in  areas  of  high  need  such  as  math,  science,  and  fine  arts. 

•  Hire  the  best-qualified  personnel  without  considering  a  union  contract. 

Other  areas  of  flexibility  appreciated  by  the  charter  school  developers  or  administrators, 
even  though  not  all  are  "mandates,"  were: 

•  Freedom  from  local  teacher  union  regulations  including  hiring/firing  requirements 
and  performance  evaluations. 

•  Ability  to  chart  school's  own  school  improvement  course,  which  was  energizing  and 
resulted  in  a  high  degree  of  commitment. 

•  Ability  to  set  employee  compensation  rates  and  provide  bonuses. 

•  Freedom  to  design  employee  professional  development  programs. 

•  Autonomy  to  design  their  own  curriculum,  create  their  own  discipline  policies,  and 
provide  innovative  professional  development  opportunities. 

•  Freedom  to  provide  several  field   studies,   internships,   and  community  service 
experiences  to  students. 

•  Ability  to  have  unique  school  day  and  school  year  schedules  allowing  for  expanded 
instruction  time  and  a  family-friendly  calendar. 

A  few  charter  schools  noted  that  it  is  critical  that  flexibility  continues  to  be  possible  for 
charter  schools.  They  should  not  be  gradually  made  over  by  incremental  small 
changes  in  the  law  into  smaller  versions  of  traditional  public  schools.  If  that  becomes 
the  case,  the  reason  for  having  this  parental  choice  will  be  moot. 


How  are  charter  school  students  achieving? 

One  of  the  basic  premises  of  charter  schools  is  that  accountability  for  "input"  is 
exchanged  for  accountability  for  "results."  Accountability  has  been,  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be  a  key  question  regarding  charter  schools  at  the  local  and  state  levels.  Schools 
have  accountability  agreements  with  the  charter  authorizers  and  are  ultimately 
accountable  at  renewal  time  but  are  not  exempt  from  state  testing  requirements. 
Charter  school  ISAT  and  PSAE  composite  results  are  reported  as  follows: 
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Table  4A.  Comparison  of  Meets  +  Exceeds  Percent 

ages 

Charter  School  Name 

Percentage 

Meets  +  Exceeds 

2000 

Percentage 

Meets  +  Exceeds 

2001 

Academy  of  Communications  and  Technology 
Charter  School 

* 

15.0 

Betty  Shabazz  Charter  School 

24 

34.1 

Chicago  International  Charter  School 

42 

44.6 

North  Kenwood/Oakland  Charter  School 

51 

53.9 

Octavio  Paz  Charter  School 

21 

28.6 

Perspectives  Charter  School 

26 

41.0 

Triumphant  Charter  School 

16 

19.7 

Chicago  299 

36.9 

38.3 

Ft.  Bowman  Charter  School 

61 

42.1 

Cahokia  187 

39.5 

39.4 

Governors  State  University  Charter  School 

not  applicable 

60.5 

Crete-Monee201U 

60.6 

57.7 

Prairie  Crossing  Charter  School 

not  applicable 

96.0 

Woodland  50 

73.6 

75.4 

Fremont  79 

79.3 

81.9 

SIU  -  E.  St.  Louis  Charter  School 

* 

0.0 

East  St.  Louis  District  189 

42.2 

37.3 

Springfield  Ball  Charter  School 

75 

64.4 

Springfield  186 

51.8 

51.8 

Thomas  Jefferson  Charter  School 

■* 

64.6 

Community  Consolidated  District  59 

78.3 

79.9 

State 

62.7 

63.1 

*Data  not  available. 


Table  4B.  Summary  of  Meets  +  Exceeds  -  All  PSAE  Scores 


School 

Percentage 

Meets  +  Exceeds 

2001 

Academy  of  Communications  and 
Technology  Charter  School 

12.0 

Chicago  Intemational  Charter  School 

18.1 

North  Lawndale  Charter  School 

14.8 

Nuestra  America  Charter  School 

9.8 

Perspectives  Charter  School 

17.6 

Youth  Connection  Charter  School 

11.1 

SIU-E.  St.  Louis  Charter  School 

3.2 

State 

55.7 

ISAT  results  of  charter  schools  in  Chicago  are  mixed  with  three  schools  above  the 
Chicago  Public  Schools  district  average  and  four  schools  at  or  below  the  district 
average.  All  Chicago  charter  schools  are  below  the  state  average.  Performance  in  the 
rest  of  the  state  indicates  four  charter  schools  above  their  sending  district's  average 
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and  two  charter  schools  below  the  district  average.  Three  of  these  schools 
outperformed  the  state  average,  while  three  underperformed.  In  general,  high  poverty 
charter  school  performance  mirrors  high  poverty  non-charter  school  performance.  High 
achieving  charter  schools  have  poverty  rates  that  are  well  below  the  state  average,  and 
in  some  cases,  poverty  rates  are  almost  non-existent  in  high  achieving  charter  schools. 


Self-reported  indicators  ofpropress 

The  2000-2001  charter  schools  supplied  information  to  the  State  Board  of  Education 
regarding  neighborhood  or  comparable  populations.  A  prerequisite  for  student 
enrollment  in  charter  schools  is  that  the  charter  school  must  offer  admission  to  all 
students  in  the  school  district  in  the  appropriate  age  or  grade  range.  Thus,  students 
who  attend  charter  schools  can  and  do  come  from  both  the  immediate  neighborhood 
and  far  distant  areas  of  the  school  district.  Some  charter  schools  reported  area 
comparisons,  and  some  provided  comparisons  in  a  broader  sense. 

Noble  Street  reported  hundreds  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  while  the  two  nearby 
high  schools  reported  declining  enrollments. 

Alain  Locke  reported  1-1/3  years  of  progress  in  one  year  according  to  literacy 
assessments. 

North  Lawndale  noted  a  smaller  school  overall,  smaller  class  sizes,  uniform 
requirements,  and  safe  environment  as  contrasts  to  area  public  schools. 

Perspectives  noted  their  attendance,  retention,  and  graduation  rates  that  were  higher 
than  local  schools.  Their  students  scored  better  than  the  citywide  average  on  the  ACT. 
Over  90%  of  their  graduates  attend  college. 

Prairie  Crossing  noted  small  class  sizes  and  full-time  teacher  assistants  in  each 
classroom  allowed  for  individualized  attention  for  charter  school  students.  They  also 
reported  that  staff  commitment  and  school  size  encouraged  parent  participation. 

Nuestra  America  noted  that  most  of  the  charter  school  students  would  otherwise 
attend  a  school  that  is  overcrowded,  less  safe,  and  lacking  the  language  support 
provided  by  the  charter  school. 

SIU-E.  St  Louis  has  a  lower  faculty-to-student  ratio  and  smaller  class  sizes  than  the 
East  St.  Louis  school  district. 

Springfield  Ball  reported  ISAT  scores  that  compare  favorably  with  other  schools, 
unprecedented  waiting  lists,  and  an  exceptionally  low  mobility  rate. 

Triumphant  reported  standardized  test  scores  that  compare  favorably  to  the  area 
schools. 
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Youth  Connection  reported  ranking  13*  of  72  high  schools  relative  to  the  number  of 
students  graduating  over  a  five-year  period.  Their  students  maintain  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  80%  and  have  increased  their  reading  and  math  levels  an  average  of  1 .4 
grade  levels  per  year. 

Young  Women's  noted  their  population  is  representative  of  the  entire  city,  so  it  is 
difficult  to  compare  to  other  area  schools. 

North  Kenwood  doesn't  compare  the  school  with  other  schools.  Rather,  they  host 
them  and  learn  from  one  another  to  raise  student  achievement.  "It's  not  us  vs.  them. 
It's  everyone  for  the  good  of  every  child." 


Have  charter  schools  been  successful  in  Illinois? 

The  short  answer  is  that  they  have  been  successful  for  the  students  they  serve. 
Although  they  have  existed  for  only  a  brief  period  of  time,  they  are  serving  as  seeds  of 
change  in  their  local  communities.  In  addition  to  the  student  achievement  information 
noted  above,  there  are  many  ways  to  measure  school  success.  Beyond  the 
comparison  with  local  or  state  student  achievement  data  is  the  perspective  of  other 
measures  of  success  and  accountability  as  viewed  by  parents,  educators,  and  the 
community.  This  covers  many  areas  of  education  and  the  educational  process. 

•  Alain  Locke  has  successfully  implemented  a  strong  literacy  program,  and  their 
students  made  1-1/3  years  progress  in  one  year. 

•  Noble  Street  staff  members  noted  that  given  a  safe  and  encouraging  learning 
environment,  students  can  excel  academically  and  socially. 

•  Springfield  Ball  reported  being  "a  place  where  children  are  the  priority." 

•  Academy  of  Communications  and  Technology  reported  changing  attitudes  about 
learning  of  academically  at-risk  students  and  found  that  students  last  year,  unlike 
two  years  prior,  "are  reading."  ACT  students  won  the  top  prize  in  a  city-wide  video 
contest  for  their  documentary  about  the  West  Garfield  Park  community.  Reading 
scores  increased  markedly,  and  the  school  was  awarded  a  Certificate  of  Academic 
Achievement  with  60  other  schools  out  of  over  600  schools  in  Chicago. 

•  At  North  Kenwood,  ISAT  writing  scores  exceeded  city  and  state  scores.  A  5*^ 
grader  won  the  city-wide  Chicago  Area  Writing  Project  poetry  competition. 

•  At  Octavio  Paz,  the  reading  program  was  very  successful.  Kindergarten,  first,  and 
second  grade  students  made  excellent  progress  in  reading  and  math  due  to  Direct 
Instruction.  The  Saxon  Math  curriculum  helped  raise  ITBS  scores  from  16.2  to  36.6 
schoolwide. 
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•  Successes  noted  at  Thomas  Jefferson  were  a  balanced  budget,  formation  of  a 
beginning-level  band,  and  the  creation  of  a  recorder  ensemble  for  younger  students. 
Teachers  also  noted  that  limited-English-proficient  students  learned  quickly  in  an 
immersion  program. 

•  The  success  of  SIU-E.  St.  Louis  was  evidenced  by  the  graduation  of  19.  Six  of  the 
graduates  are  in  college,  three  are  in  the  military,  and  seven  are  employed. 

•  At  Chicago  International,  successes  were  summarized:  higher  reading  and  math 
scores,  increased  attendance  rates,  increased  retention  rate  of  teachers  and 
students,  establishment  of  a  Family  Lending  Library,  and  the  development  of  a  male 
mentoring  group. 

•  New  Leaders  for  New  Schools  selected  15  fellows  from  around  the  country  and  15 
mentor  principals  from  Chicago  and  New  York  City;  both  a  fellow  and  a  mentor 
principal  were  selected  from  Triumphant.  Over  95%  of  their  students  were  able  to 
attend  high  schools  of  their  choice. 

•  North  Lawndale  reported  a  very  good  attendance  rate  and  a  low  mobility  rate. 

•  Nuestra  America  reported  that  70%  of  their  first  graduating  class  is  in  college  or 
trade  school. 

•  Young  Women's  reported  that  they  had  established  a  "very  thoughtful  and  rigorous 
Internship  Program.  All  75  of  our  9^  graders  were  placed  in  internship  sites  all 
across  the  city  (including  tech  companies,  chemistry  labs,  law  firms,  hospitals  and 
many  more).  Five  to  ten  of  our  9^  grade  students  participated  in  summer 
enrichment  programs  including  Smith  College  Summer  Engineering  Program,  The 
Shedd  Aquarium's  Summer  Marine  Biology  program,  and  Mt.  Holyoke's  Summer 
Math." 

•  Perspectives  highlighted  two  success  stories.  The  first  story  presented  a  bright 
and  motivated  young  woman  in  the  freshman  class  who  was  initially  reluctant  to 
engage  in  hands-on  laboratory  activities.  Although  she  was  a  good  student  and 
believed  in  her  own  abilities,  she  was  only  comfortable  with  direct  instruction. 
Through  repeated  exposure  to  hands-on  experiments  and  learning  opportunities, 
this  student  became  comfortable  enough  to  engage  in  open-ended  activities  with 
her  group.  She  realized  that  science  is  not  a  book  of  answers  or  laws  but  rather  a 
dynamic  process  and  a  way  of  learning  about  the  world.  She  no  longer  expected  to 
find  the  one  right  answer.  She  was  willing  to  strategize  about  ways  to  solve 
problems  and  acknowledge  that  there  were  many  possible  pathways. 
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Although  lengthy,  the  second  success  story  is  provided  below  in  its  entirety  in  order 
to  fully  describe  the  extent  of  the  success  of  this  student.  The  name  has  been 
changed  to  protect  the  student's  identity. 

On  May  25,  2001 ,  Joe  (name  has  been  changed)  -  a  Perspectives 
junior  -  submitted  a  narrative  reflection  regarding  his  eight  weeks  of 
written  work  during  Writers  Workshop  in  English  class.  Joe  wrote  four 
paragraphs,  each  with  a  specific  focus  that  was  developed.  The 
paragraphs  were  clear,  specific,  and  used  sequencing  cues  as  well  as 
actual  quotes  said  during  teacher/student  writing  conferences.  Joe 
concluded  his  reflective  piece  with  an  evaluative  statement  and 
supported  it. 

Perhaps  it  seems  unremarkable  that  Joe  wrote  a  four  paragraph 
reflection  paper  as  a  junior.  Every  junior  should  be  able  to  accomplish 
that  and  so  much  more;  however,  Joe  is  not  just  any  student  at 
Perspectives.  Joe  arrived  at  Perspectives'  door  as  a  non-reader  and  a 
non-writer  with  a  special  education  label. 

After  the  first  day  of  class  together  three  years  ago,  I  found  Joe 
standing  in  the  office  with  tears  streaming  from  his  face.  "I  can't  do  it. 
The  work  is  too  hard.  I  do  not  belong  here,"  Joe  said  through  choked 
sobs.  "I  don't  even  know  what  you  all  are  reading  in  class." 

"Can  you  read?"  I  asked. 

Joe  shook  his  head  no.  "I  know  letters  and  kind  of  how  they're 
supposed  to  sound,"  he  said,  "but  I  don't  really  know  how  to  read  or 
write." 

"Do  you  want  to  know?"  I  questioned. 

He  shook  his  head  yes. 

"Then  you're  in  the  right  place,  Joe.  Stay  with  us.  We'll  make  it." 

Joe  did  stay  at  Perspectives,  and  Joe  can  read.  He  is  not  a  fluent 
reader,  but  he  reads.  Joe  reads  aloud  with  confidence,  is  able  to  read 
for  comprehension,  and  with  a  bit  of  assistance,  he  is  able  to  analyze 
complicated  text.  But.. .Joe  did  not  learn  how  to  read  or  write  by 
himself.  He  actively  took  a  role  in  seeking  assistance  from 
Perspectives'  special  education  people,  Perspectives'  core  teachers, 
after-school  voluntary  tutoring,  advice  and  assistance  from  the  mentor 
he  worked  with  at  the  Perspectives'  internship  program,  external 
opportunities  such  as  seeing  Luis  Rodriguez,  Jr.,  reading  from  Always 
Running,  coming  to  school  on  the  weekends,  and  using  his  peers.  In 
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regard  to  understanding  iiis  literacy  limitations,  Joe  is  tiie  most 
proactive  student  I  have  ever  encountered  in  my  years  as  a  teaciier. 
Joe  accesses  ALL  academic  assistance  that  Perspectives  has  to  offer 
its  students,  and  the  results  are  positive. 

Joe,  who  could  not  read  and  understand  a  sentence  his  freshman  year, 
has  now  read  1984  by  George  Orwell,  The  Giver  by  Lois  Lowry, 
America's  Dream  by  Esmeralda  Santiago,  7/?e  Outsiders  by  Hinton, 
Romeo  and  Juliet  by  Shakespeare,  Ctironicle  of  a  Deatli  Foretold  by 
Marquez,  Kaffir  Boy  and  A  Doll's  House  by  Isben,  innumerable 
challenging  articles,  essays,  and  literary  pieces.  Joe  has  read  poetry, 
memorized  poetry,  and  written  poetry.  It  is  a  fact  that  Joe  is  capable  of 
reading  his  world  at  the  present  time.  Even  though  he  still  struggles,  he 
wants  literacy,  so  he  makes  it  happen.  Without  Joe's  persistence  in 
wanting  to  be  literate,  Perspectives  would  not  have  been  able  to 
transform  Joe  into  a  literate  person,  but  the  pairing  between  a  school 
that  is  willing  to  help  every  student  willing  to  help  him  or  herself  is  a 
pairing  that  is  successful. 

In  the  realm  of  writing,  Joe  certainly  is  challenged,  but  again,  he  steps 
up  to  each  challenge,  meets  it,  and  sometimes  exceeds  it.  Joe  really 
struggles  with  spelling;  yet,  he  practices  writing  in  multiple  genres  and- 
produces  polished  written  work  every  eight  weeks. 

Joe  is  a  testament  to  Perspectives  as  a  school  that  works.  Joe  has 
said  that  without  Perspectives  Charter  School,  he  would  be  a  high 
school  dropout.  Clearly,  Perspectives  School  and  Perspectives  English 
curriculum  have  had  a  vital  role  in  educating  Joe  to  be  the  confident 
young  adult  he  is  today. 


How  do  parents  view  these  schools  of  choice? 

Beyond  test  scores,  parent  viewpoints  are  important  in  measuring  school  success  at 
schools  of  choice.  Parents  and  students  can  "vote  with  their  feet"  if  they  are  unhappy 
with  the  charter  school  by  transferring  to  another  school.  Some  charter  schools  solicit 
parent  feedback  through  formal  surveys;  other  feedback  is  on  an  informal  basis.  Parent 
satisfaction  as  self-reported  by  the  charter  schools  follows: 

•  Results  of  parent  surveys  returned  to  the  Academy  of  Communications  and 
Technology  indicated  85%  agreed  that  the  school  was  meeting  expectations,  97% 
would  recommend  the  school  to  friends,  and  99%  agreed  that  the  school  challenged 
their  child.  Parents  noted  the  need  for  better  facilities  and  sports  opportunities. 
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The  quality  of  the  curriculum  and  teachers  and  the  extended  day/year  were  areas  in 
which  parents  at  Alain  Locke  were  most  satisfied.  Some  parents  were  dissatisfied 
with  discipline. 

Parents  at  Springfield  Ball  expressed  great  satisfaction  with  the  positive  culture, 
focus,  teachers,  and  administrators.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  lack  of 
adequate  space. 

Parents  at  Nuestra  America  were  most  satisfied  with  safety  and  language 
instruction. 

Parents  at  North  Kenwood  liked  the  quality  of  instruction,  the  personal  attention 
students  received  from  staff,  and  the  chance  to  speak  personally  with  teachers  and 
administrators.  Parents  were  most  dissatisfied  with  the  consistency  of  student 
discipline  procedures. 

Parents  at  Octavio  Paz  remained  most  satisfied  with  the  curriculum  of  Direct 
Instruction.  Parents  were  impressed  with  the  quality  of  instruction  and  felt  their 
children  made  excellent  progress  in  core  academic  subjects.  Some  parents  were 
concerned  about  transportation  issues  and  the  student  discipline  policy. 

Parents  at  Governors  State  were  most  satisfied  with  small  class  size,  low 
teacher/student  ratios,  and  individualized  learning  programs.  Parents  were 
dissatisfied  that  all  the  initial  goals  and  objectives  (foreign  language  instruction, 
before  and  after  school  care  programs,  advanced  instruction  in  math  and  science) 
couldn't  be  met  due  to  lack  of  financial  resources. 

Parents  at  Perspectives  were  pleased  with  the  regular  communication,  high 
expectations,  and  individualized  attention.  Their  greatest  dissatisfaction  was  the 
lack  of  facility  resources. 

Parents  at  Youth  Connection  appreciated  small  class  sizes  and  an  opportunity  to 
earn  a  diploma. 

Parents  at  Chicago  International  were  most  satisfied  with  the  school's  safe 
environment,  mathematics  program,  and  home  roll-out  computer  program.  Parents 
would  like  more  field  trips. 

Parents  at  North  Lawndale  were  most  satisfied  with  the  degree  of  attention  given  to 
their  children  because  of  the  small  overall  size  of  the  school,  small  class  sizes,  and 
the  hiring  of  student  advisors  with  responsibility  for  strong  relationships  between  the 
school,  students,  and  parents.  Parents  believed  that  staff  members  were  well- 
qualified  and  exhibited  great  care  for  the  well-being  of  students.  Parents  were  more 
dissatisfied  with  the  facility  (acquisition  and  sharing  a  building  with  another  school). 
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•  Parents  at  Prairie  Crossing  were  satisfied  witii  small  school  size,  small  class  size, 
adult/child  ratio  of  1:10,  and  innovative  teaching  practices.  They  were  less  satisfied 
with  the  lack  of  specialized  services  (library,  gymnasium,  and  PE  teacher). 

•  Parents  at  SIU  E.  St  Louis  have  expressed  satisfaction  with  many  aspects  of  the 
charter  school,  including:  curriculum,  class  size,  school  activities,  attention  given  to 
students  by  staff,  the  physical  plant,  prompt  communication  of  attendance  problems, 
and  overall  "care"  and  "love"  that  permeate  the  environment. 

•  Parents  at  Noble  Street  were  most  satisfied  with  the  school  safety,  discipline,  and 
the  level  of  school-parent  communication.  Some  parents  were  concerned  that  the 
discipline  was  too  strict  at  times. 

•  Parents  at  Thomas  Jefferson  were  most  satisfied  with  the  Core  Knowledge 
curriculum,  small  class  size,  and  the  teachers'  dedication  and  commitment.  Parents 
were  disappointed  over  "not  having  a  place  of  our  own." 

•  Parents  at  Triumphant  were  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  care  their  children  receive 
and  the  breadth  and  depth  of  study  trips.  They  were  less  satisfied  with  the  quality  of 
bus  service  provided  and  the  length  and  frequency  of  parent  meetings. 

•  At  Young  Women's,  parents  were  satisfied  with  the  dedication  of  the  teaching  staff, 
field  trips,  mentors,  internships,  and  exposure  to  the  city.  They  were  dissatisfied 
with  some  last-minute  notices  in  the  first  (start-up)  year. 


What  lessons  have  been  learned  about  starting  a  charter  school? 

In  addition  to  the  school  successes  cited  above,  charter  school  directors  were  asked  to 
share  their  pioneering  experiences.  Future  charter  school  developers  should  consider 
these  experiences  as  they  plan  ahead. 

"Hire  experienced,  self-managed  teachers  and  let 
them  fly.  Treat  teachers  as  professionals  with  their 
own  computer,  phone,  and  office.  Start  small  and 
stay  small."  North  Kenwood 

"Small  matters  are  often  the  most  important. 
Although  having  the  students  in  dress  code  may  not 
seem  important,  strictly  enforcing  the  dress  code 
helped  students  act  more  seriously,  learn  in  a  better 
environment,  and  stay  away  from  disruptive 
behavior. "  Noble  Street 

"Finding  adequate  facilities  is  far  more  difficult  than 
we  had  originally  thought.  More  attention  needs  to 
be  given  to  this  in  the  early  planning  stages." 
Springfield  Ball 
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"A  plan  for  financing. 
Alain  Locke 


.needs  to  be  well  thought  out. 


"Have  a  network  of  supporters  who  have  a  wide 
variety  of  expertise. "  Perspectives 


"Have  a  diverse  academic  spectrum.  Start  with  the 
end  in  mind.  Make  sure  that  ALL  staff  are 
stakeholders."  SIU-E.  St  Louis 


"Keep  your  student/teacher  ratio  small.  Do  what 
you  have  to  do  to  attract  intelligent,  dedicated  staff. " 
Nuestra  America 


"Education  must  include  family.  Unity  amongst  staff 
members  plays  an  important  role  in  the 
performance  of  the  school.  Teachers  must  be 
provided  with  support  to  implement  policies, 
procedures,       and       curriculum."  Chicago 

International 


"Allow  ample  time  for  staff  to  become  comfortable 
with  the  school's  new  curricular  approach. 
Consider  beginning  a  new  program  with  a  few, 
entry  grade  levels."  Governors  State 


"Be  aware  of  certification  issues.  Each  charter 
should  develop  a  relationship  with  a  university  that 
has  a  strong  education  program."  Triumphant 


"The  importance  of  teamwork  and  support. 
Laughter  in  tough  times.  Parents  will  support  you  if 
they  know  you  are  listening.  Kids  will  respond  if 
they  are  acknowledged. "  Thomas  Jefferson 


"There  will  never  be  enough  hours  in  the  day,  there 
will  always  be  unfinished  work,  and  there  will  be 
hurdles  to  jump  over  every  single  day.  On  the  other 
hand,  you're  a  pioneer,  you're  charting  new  territory 
in  education,  you're  thinking  outside  the  box,  and 
it's   all   very  exciting  and  inspiring."  Prairie 

Crossing 


"Make  sure  your  teachers  are  involved  in  the  big 
discussions.  Set  up  regular  and  frequent  avenues 
of  parent/school  communication."  Academy  of 
Communications  and  Technology 


"Start  with  strict  discipline  and  keep  consistent  with 
it."  Ft.  Bowman 


"Thinking  outside  of  the  box  is  necessary  to  achieve 
the  kinds  of  reform  and  advancements  in  student 
achievement  that  was  envisioned  by  charter 
legislation."  Youth  Connection 


"Think  ahead!  It  is  important  to  have  a  well 
thought-out  5-year  plan  in  the  beginning  (this 
includes  staff  needs,  space  needs,  budget!)!!" 
Young  Women's 
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What  instructional  practices  can  charter  schools  share  after  four  years? 

Charter  schools  have  completed  from  one  to  four  years  and  have  much  experience  to 
share.  As  charter  schools  are  viewed  as  "seeds  of  change"  for  Illinois  education,  their 
experiences  as  shared  should  be  considered  by  the  traditional  public  schools  for 
potential  emulation.  Experiences  as  self-reported  by  charter  schools  are  as  follows: 


Organizational/Student  Groupings 

Use  of  multiage  program,  whereby  children  are  grouped  with  two  to  three  different 

ages  and  remain  with  the  same  teacher  for  more  than  one  year. 

Use  of  a  longer  day  and/or  longer  school  year  in  order  to  have  more  time  in  school 

and  time  on  task. 

Use  of  trimester  system  with  breaks  more  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year  so 

that  students  retain  more  of  what  they  are  taught. 

Use  of  an  advisory  system  that  matches  students  and  faculty  over  several  years  in 

order  to  form  stronger  ties  between  the  two. 

Use  of  cross-age  interactions  through  peer  tutoring  and  shared  discovery. 

Use  of  mainstreaming  of  special  education  students  and  having  special  education 

teachers  team-teach  with  regular  classroom  teachers. 


Curriculum  Approaches 

Development    of    weekly    in-house    workshops,    off-site    field    experiences,    or 

internships  to  prepare  students  for  college  and  career. 

Development  of  a  Literacy  Center  where  all  students  from  kindergarten  level  and  up 

spend  45  minutes  a  day  working  in  small  groups  of  four  or  five  on  particular  skills 

needed  at  their  own  level. 

Use  of  an  integrated  curriculum  where  various  disciplines  are  incorporated  into  a 

single  project.   One  example  is  the  gardening  project  at  Alain  Locke  which  covered 

math,  science,  and  fine  arts. 

Use  of  all  school  staff  to  teach  reading  for  90  minutes  every  morning. 

Use  of  the  Reggio  Emilia  approach,  which  includes  a  partnership  approach  involving 

parents,  teacher,  and  children  in  the  design  of  the  educational  program;  ample  time 

allotment  for  exploration  and  development  of  in-depth  projects  for  study;  attention  to 

the  environment  as  a  teaching  tool;  and  use  of  fine  arts  to  represent  children's 

thinking. 

Use  of  a  week  of  experiential  education  outside  of  the  normal  classroom  schedule 

offered  three  times  a  year. 

Use  of  Direct  Instruction  and  Core  Knowledge. 

Emphasis  on  bilingual  language  arts  (Spanish/English). 
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Assessment  Systems 

Use  of  one-on-one  assessment  of  each  child's  literacy  skills  and  progress. 

Use  of  student  portfolios  and  narrative  report  cards  instead  of  grades. 

Use  of  continuous  cumulative  assessment  of  critical  skills  as  an  integral  part  of  the 

Direct  Instruction  reading/language  arts  and  Saxon  mathematics  programs. 

Use  of  the  Meyers-Briggs  Inventory  for  all  students  (high  school). 

Outcomes-based  non-letter  grade  assessment  system  using  proficiency  levels  of 

"Not  Yet"  or  "Proficient"  or  "High  Performance." 

Use  of  project  performance  criteria  for  multiple  projects  throughout  the  year. 

Use  of  promotion  standards  that  require  students  to  meet  academic  standards, 

physical  fitness  standards,  and  behavioral  standards. 

Development  of  an  alternative  assessment  in  oral  expression  that  is  being  examined 

as  a  model  for  broader  use  across  the  district. 


What  has  been  the  greatest  challenge  for  charter  schools  this  year? 

The  challenges  faced  by  charter  schools  were  many  and  varied.  Chief  on  any  list  of 
concerns  of  charter  school  developers  nationwide  are  facilities  and  funding,  and  this 
continues  to  hold  true  for  Illinois  as  well.  A  barrier  to  districts  granting  charters  in  the 
suburban  and  downstate  areas  appears  to  be  a  concern  over  funding.  Currently, 
charter  schools  receive  funding  from  the  local  district  through  a  transfer  of  a  percentage 
of  the  district's  per  capita  tuition  rate  to  the  charter  school  on  a  per  enrolled  pupil  basis. 
This  amount  is  generally  greater  than  the  general  state  aid  amount  generated  by  each 
student  and  consequently  usually  results  in  a  net  financial  loss  to  the  district.  The 
creation  of  the  Transition  Impact  Aid  (TIA)  program,  implemented  in  school  year  1999- 
2000,  has  decreased  the  impact  by  reimbursing  districts  for  a  portion  of  the  money 
transferred  to  charter  schools.  However,  TIA  grants  do  not  cover  the  complete  cost  to 
districts  and  are  phased  out  at  the  end  of  three  years.  States  with  funding  formulas 
similar  to  Illinois  have  also  encountered  reluctance  on  the  part  of  local  districts  to  issue 
charters.  Challenges  faced  by  Illinois  charter  schools  were  self-reported  and  are  listed 
below. 

Facilities  and  Finances 

•  Outgrowing  facilities. 

•  Dividing  time  between  administrative  and  fundraising  duties  due  to  need  to  spend  so 
much  time  on  fundraising. 

•  Providing  students  with  a  plant  facility  that  includes  appropriate  athletic,  assembly, 
or  classroom  space. 

•  Acquiring  funds  for  facilities,  facilities  maintenance,  and  busing. 

•  Acquiring  adequate  funds  for  staff,  curriculum,  and  programs. 

•  Offering  competitive  salaries  in  the  face  of  other  financial  requirements. 
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Barriers  to  Achievement 

•  Increasing  achievement  of  students  wiio  enter  with  below  grade-level  skills. 

•  Establishing  an  atmosphere  of  high  academic  expectations  and  achievement  when 
located  in  a  neighborhood  with  a  low  rate  of  high  school  graduation  and  a  lower  rate 
of  college  graduation. 

•  Responding  effectively  to  the  needs  of  the  limited-English  proficient  students  and 
their  parents. 

•  Maintaining  parent  involvement  and  motivation  of  the  students  to  become  academic 
achievers. 

Administration 

•  "Marrying"  the  classroom  responsibilities  of  teachers  with  their  professional 
development  responsibilities  (to  train  teachers  from  other  schools). 

•  Maintaining  a  low-income  student  population  that  reflects  the  population  of  other 
district  schools. 

•  Maintaining  a  racially  diverse  student  body. 

•  Creating  a  diverse  and  collaborative  community. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above,  charter  school  responses  mirror  the  concerns  of 
traditional  public  schools. 


Have  any  charter  schools  closed? 

Two  charter  schools  have  closed.  Such  school  closures  should  be  viewed  as  healthy 
rather  than  casting  any  negative  aspersions  on  charter  schools. 

The  Peoria  Alternative  Ctiarter  Sctiool  served  its  full  three-year  charter  and 
metamorphosed  into  operation  as  a  Regional  Safe  School  Program  for  all  of  Peoria 
County  as  of  1 999-2000. 

During  1998-99,  the  governing  board  of  Chiicago  Preparatory  Charter  High  School  and 
Chicago  School  District  299  agreed  that  Chicago  Preparatory  would  cease  functioning 
due  to  administrative,  financial,  and  educational  concerns.  The  school  closed  on 
January  22,  1999. 


How  many  appeals  have  been  filed? 

Charter  school  developers  have  been  able  to  formally  appeal  denials  of  proposals  by 
local  boards  of  education  since  January  1998.  In  the  last  year,  the  Illinois  State  Board 
of  Education  has  received  two  appeals  of  proposals  denied  by  local  school  boards.  At 
the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  report,  both  appeal  decisions  were  pending.  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Prairie  Crossing  Charter  Schools  remain  the  only  two  schools  chartered 
by  the  state.  Both  are  located  in  the  suburban  area. 
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What  statutory  changes  are  suggested  for  charter  schools? 

A  specific  requirement  of  the  annual  report  is  that  it  "...shall  include  suggested  changes 
in  State  law  necessary  to  strengthen  or  change  charter  schools."  Charter  school 
administrators  were  asked  for  suggested  statutory  changes.  Their  responses  are  as 
follows: 


Recommendations  from  Charter  Schools 

Charter  schools  were  asked  what  changes  in  state  law  would  be  useful  to  them  in  the  future. 
While  the  State  Board  of  Education  is  not  recommending  that  these  changes  occur,  the  report 
reflects  recommendations  from  providers  in  several  areas.  Again,  facilities  and  finance  figure 
prominently  and  were  usually  mentioned  together. 

Facility  and  Finance  Needs 

Allocate  additional  funds  to  charter  schools. 

Allocate  charter  school  funds  from  a  source  different  from  the  school  district  tax  base. 

Provide  facilifies  financing. 

Provide  a  one-time  capital/infrastructure  funding  award  at  the  inception  of  the  school. 

Provide  new  buildings  to  charter  schools. 

Provide  transportation  funding. 

Administrative  Needs 
Remove  the  cap. 

Create  other  authorizer(s)  besides  school  districts. 

Allow  lottery  limits  in  order  to  serve  more  low-income  students;  have  the  option  of  a  racial 
quota  within  the  lottery  system  in  order  to  create  a  diverse  community. 
Allow  more  time  for  demonstration  of  improved  achievement. 
Allow  out-of-district  students  to  attend  tuition-free  when  space  is  available. 
Allow  support  staff  to  access  the  IMRF. 

Limit  state  and  district-mandated  assessment  so  that  charter  schools  have  more  room  to 
develop  their  own  assessment  systems. 

Release  charter  schools  from  the  State  Report  Card  requirements. 
Remove  "Charter"  from  the  name  on  renewal. 

Consider  whether  using  and  demonstrating  innovative  new  teaching  practices  and  then 
using  a  traditional  means  of  testing  (ISAT)  are  compatible  goals. 
Allow  noncertified  teachers  one  year  after  hire  to  pass  the  state  teacher  tests. 


Issues  for  Future  Consideration  by  the  State  Board  of  Education 

•  Raising  the  cap  on  charter  schools  in  Chicago  since  the  cap  of  15  has  been  met. 

•  Finding  a  mechanism  specific  to  state-authorized  charter  schools  for  financing 
special  education  as  enrollments  increase  in  state-authorized  charter  schools. 
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What  does  the  future  look  like  for  charter  schools  in  iliinois? 

2001-2002  Schools 

The  future  for  charter  schools  in  Illinois  continues  to  look  promising.  As  of  school  year 

2001-2002,  there  are  15  schools  in  Chicago,  five  downstate,  and  three  in  the  suburban 

area  for  a  total  of  23.    The  newly  opened  schools  in  2000-2001  are  described  as 

follows: 

•  Lawndale   Educational  Area   Regional  Network  (LEARN)    Charter  School. 

Located  in  Chicago  District  299,  this  school  was  certified  to  open  in  the  fall  of  2001. 
It  will  serve  grades  K-8  and  has  a  focus  on  serving  students  in  areas  of  high  needs. 

•  Global  Village  Charter  School.  This  school  also  opened  in  the  fall  of  2001  in 
Chicago.  Serving  grades  K-6  initially,  plans  are  for  it  to  ultimately  provide  education 
to  students  in  grades  K-12.  The  multiple  campuses  of  this  school  share  a  mission  of 
multicultural  education. 

•  KEYS  (Keep  Every  Youth  Successful)  Charter  School.  This  school  is  the  first 
district  initiated  charter  school  and  was  certified  on  November  27,  2000.  A  result  of 
collaborative  efforts  with  Edwardsville  Community  Unit  School  District  7,  this  small 
school  will  serve  at-risk  middle  school  students  in  grades  6-8. 

•  Robertson  Charter  School.  This  school  also  opened  in  the  fall  of  2001  and  serves 
grades  K-4  in  Decatur  District  61.  It  is  designed  to  ultimately  provide  services  to 
students  in  grades  K-8  and  has  a  focus  on  at-risk  students. 

Additional  Schools 

Chicago  has  granted  all  15  of  its  charters.  There  are  three  suburban  charter  schools 
and  five  charter  schools  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  state. 

A  multidistrict  charter  school  has  been  proposed  to  the  boards  of  education  of 
Champaign  District  4  and  Urbana  District  116.  The  outcome  of  this  proposal  was  not 
known  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  report. 

Several  developers  continue  to  review  and  refine  proposals  for  schools  in  the 
downstate  region  that  were  denied  by  local  districts  and,  on  appeal,  by  the  State  Board. 
The  developers  expect  to  resubmit  these  proposals  for  schools  to  open  in  the  fall  of 
2002. 

Should  all  the  charter  schools  in  various  planning  stages  come  to  fruition,  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  the  limit  of  15  charter  schools  downstate  and  15  in  the  suburban  area 
will  be  reached  by  the  fall  of  2002.  However,  that  could  be  the  case  for  a  subsequent 
school  year. 
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In  summary,  charter  schools  have  documented  expanded  school  choices,  increased 
learning  opportunities,  innovative  teaching  methods  not  regularly  used  in  the  public 
school  system,  new  professional  opportunities  for  teachers,  and  enhanced  parental  and 
community  involvement  opportunities.  The  schools  continue  to  gather  and  analyze 
student  achievement  data  in  order  to  prove  that  they  have  been  accountable  for  results. 
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Attachment  1 


2001-2002  Charter  Schools 


Academy  of  Communications  and 
Technology  Charter  School 

4319  West  Washington 
Chicago,  Illinois  60624 

Alain  Locke  Charter  School 

3141  W.Jackson 
Chicago,  Illinois  60612 

Betty  Shabazz  International  Charter 
School 

7823  S.  Ellis  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois  60619 

Chicago  International  Charter  School 

228  S.  Wabash 
Chicago,  Illinois  60604 

Fort  Bowman  Academy  Charter  School 

22  Delano  Drive 
Cahokia,  Illinois  62206 

Global  Village  Charter  School 

1447  W.  Montrose 
Chicago,  Illinois  60613 

Governors  State  University  Charter 
School 

1 500  Sangamon  Street 
Crete,  Illinois  60417 

KEYS  Charter  School 

6148  Center  Grove  Road 
Edwardsville,  Illinois  62025 

LEARN  Charter  School 

3400  W.  Grenshaw 
Chicago,  Illinois  60624 

Noble  Street  Charter  High  School 

1010  N.Noble  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois  60622 

North  Kenwood/Oakland  Charter 
School 

1119  E.  46^  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois  60653 

North  Lawndale  Charter  School 

1616  8.  Spaulding 
Chicago,  Illinois  60623 

Nuestra  America  Charter  School 

3814  W.Iowa 
Chicago,  Illinois  60651 

Octavio  Paz  Charter  School 

2401  W.  Congress  Parkway 
Chicago,  Illinois  60612 

Perspectives  Charter  School 

1532  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois  60605 

Prairie  Crossing  Charter  School 

1571  Jones  Point  Road 
Grayslake,  Illinois  60030 

Robertson  Charter  School 

1424  E.  North  Street 
Decatur,  Illinois  62521 

Southern  Illinois  University  East 
St.  Louis  Charter  School 

601  James  R.  Thompson  Blvd. 
East  St.  Louis,  Illinois  62201 
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Springfield  Bali  Charter  School 

2530  East  Ash 
Springfield,  IL  62703 

Thomas  Jefferson  Charter  School 

795  Center  Street 

Des  Plaines,  Illinois  60016 

Triumphant  Charter  Middle  School 

4953  South  Seeley 
Chicago,  Illinois  60609 

Young  Women's  Leadership  Charter 
School 

3410  S.  State 
Chicago,  Illinois  60616 

Youth  Connection  Charter  School 

10  West  35""  Street 
Suite  11 F4-2 
Chicago,  Illinois  60616 
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